
IN BRIEF
Irish warning
The Archbishop of Armagh has warned that the
financial crisis is putting pressure on the Church
of Ireland. The Most Rev Alan Harper told the
Armagh Synod that the Clergy Pension Fund had
been affected by the recent economic turmoil.

“A fall in investment incomes in the event of
recession will have serious effects on our central
and local church budgets,” he said, warning that
the effects would be felt by many vulnerable peo-
ple outside the church.

Wolverhampton celebrates
A Wolverhampton church which began in a coffin
maker’s shop and progressed to a tin church, is
celebrating 100 years of being a brick church,
built with the aid of 4,000 ‘self-denial shillings’
from the ‘artisans’ for whom it was built, writes
Laurence Dopson.

St Stephen’s Church, Springfields, still flourish-
es while the large Butler’s brewery nearby and
Guy Motors, Chubbs and the Every Ready facto-
ries have closed. They were featured in a two-day
exhibition at the church last month, marking the
consecration of the church on September 23,
1908, by the Bishop of Lichfield. The exhibition
attracted over 800 visitors.

The centenary celebrations concluded with a
solemn evensong and benediction conducted by
the Bishop of Wolverhampton.

U2 adapted for worship

Synod accused by flying bishop
The General Synod was roundly accused by a “fly-
ing bishop” on Saturday of being determined to
“go against the corporate mind of the Church
Catholic”, writes Michael Brown.

The accusation came from the Bishop of Bever-
ley, the Rt Rev Martyn Jarrett, in a sermon at a
Mass at St Alban’s, Holborn, for members of For-
ward in Faith, the traditionalist Anglican body,
who were attending their annual assembly in
Westminster.

Bishop Jarrett said there was bound to be an
“understandable degree of frustration and anger”
among the Anglo-Catholics at the conference.

He added: “We appear to face a General Synod
insistent on removing even the basic Catholic
structures that might enable you and me to hold
together as loyal members of the Church of Eng-
land.”

Corruption warning
The UK’s anti-corruption laws are defective, con-
cludes an international corruption watchdog.

The Anti-Bribery Working Group of the Organi-
zation for Economic Co-operation and Develop-
ment (OECD) has criticised the Government for
suspending the investigation into the BAE
bribery scandal.

By Toby Cohen

THE COMMUNITY that worshipped at St Mark’s in Mayfair
has now been evicted by the Diocese of London, which Lady
Sainsbury has compared to Judas Iscariot.

On November 13, Westminster City Council Planning and
City Development Committee will meet to decide if the Grade
I-listed church can be sold to beauty magnate George Ham-
mer to convert into a spa (not, as we reported last week, a
health centre). On Tuesday, a group of campaigners called the
Save St Mark’s Action Group (SSMAG), gathered at the
church to defy the plans to close the place of worship.

Lady Sainsbury (pictured), president of SSMAG, spoke
from the steps of the 180-year-old Greek Revival building: “We
deplore the way the diocese is treating this as simply real
estate, sold for 30 pieces of silver.”

Actor Ray Brown and Lord Taylor of Warwick spoke up for
SSMAG at the rally. Lord Taylor described the struggle as one
of “community against commerce”. He said: “Our faith in com-
merce has evaporated, but we do have faith in community.”

That faith will need to be shared by the council committee
who will decide if the sale will represent a loss of a community
facility. John Parmiter, a planning and development adviser to
the campaigners, said that the council was obliged to protect
such facilities and urged people to visit
www.savestmarks.com.

Mr Parmiter said: “The people who have worshipped here,
the people who have been helped by the services of the con-
gregations here, they’re not going to allow this building to stay
closed. It’s been closed before, it may be closed tomorrow, but
that doesn’t mean it’s right, and they’ll be back.”

Lady Sainsbury has written to the Bishop of London, Dr

Richard Chartres, three times, but has received no response.
The Diocese reiterated its belief that it was too late to overturn
its sale of the church, which was made three years ago. In a
statement it said: “The Diocese of London is honouring this
contract and awaits the decision of Westminster Council
regarding the planning application that has been submitted by
Mr Hammer.”

SSMAG co-ordinator Kirk Mitchell, said: “The Church of
England should be ashamed. We’ve already spent £8,000 mov-
ing out of the church. That money could have been spent on
our community projects like the knife crime education groups
for young people.”

Lady Sainsbury’s ‘Judas’ jibe
at diocese over church sale

Bishop Duncan’s warning
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By Matt Cresswell

ARTIST Tracy Emin
described Christ Church,
Spitalfields, last week as
“her” church.

The East London-
based artist told a group
of 70 clergy, churchwar-
dens and heritage con-
sultants that the building,
which is near to her
house, was a place that
“inspires me”.

She was speaking at an
event hosted by Sanctu-
ary UK, a network of
local church fund-raising
associations.

Sanctuary UK said it
aims to “encourage the
use of Britain’s holy
places without the pre-
condition of religious
commitment”.

Known for her often
sensational art install-
ments Ms Emin said she
often sought out the sol-
ace of the building.

“I only have to go out of
my door and into this one
to find a space, a light, an
acoustic which pulses
with ideas,” she
explained.

Keynote speaker Sir
Roy Strong said that
instead of conserving list-
ed church buildings her-
itage groups should
concentrate on encourag-
ing them to adapt.

He said. “This is the
first time in their history
we’ve been told to pre-

serve church buildings in
aspic”.

Sir Roy added that the
whole issue of church
preservation needed to
be looked at afresh and
that, preferably, church-
es in the 21st century
should be cared for by
one body.

Sanctuary UK Chair-
man Canon Lawrence
Mortimer also spoke and
a Question Time session
followed.

Included on the panel
were Diana Evans (Eng-
lish Heritage Places of
Worship Policy Head)
and Jeremy Dann (lead
Government official for
church buildings), and it
was chaired by Jonathan
Evans OBE (Company
Secretary Royal Mail
Group).

THE DEPOSED Bishop of Pitts-
burgh, the Rt Rev Robert Duncan,
has issued a warning to the
Church of England that it is head-
ing towards the fate of the Episco-
pal Church, and announced the
end of a Canterbury-centred
Communion.

At a conference at All Souls in
London, Bishop Duncan told the
Church to beware coercion by
powerful liberal contingents:
“What begins as a liberal initiative
very quickly becomes illiberal. I
think you saw signs of it at your
General Synod.”

The bishop is now serving
under the authority of the
Province of the Southern Cone.
Two other Episcopal dioceses,
Quincy and Forth Worth, will also
vote to join the province in
November.

Bishop Duncan drew compar-

isons between the dominance at
Lambeth of the Archbishop of
Canterbury, Dr Rowan Williams,
and the control of the Episcopal
Church by Presiding Bishop
Katherine Jefferts Schori, but at
the same time spoke of the
demise of the Archbishop’s role.

Bishop Duncan said: “He [Dr
Williams] is attempting to lead in
what are thoroughly unchartered
times. I think the institutions of
the Anglican Communion are in a
season of real re-evaluation. I
think he has not found it possible
in terms of what he believes the
limitations on his office are, to
have done the things that actually
would have secured the role of
his office.

“This is not an office which in
terms of the Anglican Commu-
nion of the future, is going to look
anything like it did.”
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In an effort to persuade
and encourage the
United Nations to fulfil
their promise to the
Millennium Develop-
ment Goals, (MDG),
several Christian wor-
ship organisations have
begun conducting a
modern worship serv-
ice known as
U2Charist, writes
Melanie Menkevich.

The ‘U2Charist’ uses
popular U2 songs to
spread a message of
love and compassion.
While the lyrics, “One
love, One blood, One
life” are reminiscent of
classical Eucharistic
hymns, the idea of U2
songs being used dur-
ing a service is far from
traditional.

St Francis Church in
Leigh Park, of the
Portsmouth’s Anglican
diocese, will hold a
“U2Charist” service at
7.30pm this Sunday.
Worshippers will sing
along with the lyrics
that appear on screen,
together with images of
global poverty and
human distress to raise
awareness of the goals
to be met by the
MDGs.
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Emin’s ‘inspiration’
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