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Universities Welcome Wider
Range Of Qualifications

The third annual survey of admis-
sions officers at UK universities,
commissioned by ACS International
Schools Admissions, concludes
that UK universities’admissions
officers believe that a wider choice
of post-16 qualifications will be
better for Britain. However, they are
concerned about both the lack of
government commitment to main-
tain A-levels and the withdrawal of
plans to fund the extension of the
International Baccalaureate (IB) in
every Local Authority.

The IB continues to be highly
regarded by admissions officers,
with more citing the it as the
best preparation to thrive at
university than all other qualifica-
tions combined. Over a third name
the IB as providing the best
preparation for students to thrive
at university, compared to 18 per
cent who cite A-levels. Only eight
per cent feel the Pre-U is the best
preparation for university, and six
per cent the recently announced
new Diplomas. A third were
unable to express a view, perhaps
due to the newness of some of
the qualifications.

59 per cent said that many
more schools should now consider
teaching the new Diplomas. Over
half feel that they mark a positive
step forward in teaching and learn-
ing style, but many are concerned
by suggestions that the Diploma
could completely replace the
A-level. 63 per cent said that A-
levels should not be phased out
at all, while 53 per cent do not
think that A levels will be perfectly
fit for purpose even with the new
A star grade, which is to be intro-
duced in 2010.
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‘American Church’ Under Threat

Grade 1 listed building that for

many years was ‘The American
Church’ for expats in London is under
threat of conversion into a luxury spa.

During the Second World
War, St Mark’s Church in Mayfair,
London, became the spiritual home
of American service personnel, who
were mainly based in the Supreme
Command HQ_in nearby Grosvenor
Square. General Eisenhower was
a regular worshipper. By 1953 the
church was known as the ‘US Navy
Church in London’, and later the
American Church in London.

In the early 1970s, the Church
offered the Diocese $200,000 for
the building, according to the Save
St Mark’s Action Group. This was
refused and they were offered a 20
year lease instead. They deemed this
too short to make long-term plans
for the future of the building, so they
left. Various planning applications to
turn St Marks into a shopping arcade,
a restaurant, a bank and an auction
house have failed. In 1987, English
Heritage placed the church on its
Buildings at Risk register.

For the last 14 years the evangeli-
cal Commonwealth Church has used
St. Marks. They have paid for clean-
ing, pew restoration, and installed a

new heating system, but were unable
to raise the necessary amounts for
much-needed roof repairs. They lost
their lease agreement, remaining as
caretakers. The Revd. Rod Anderson
and his wife Julic became leaders of
the Church in November 2007 and
were presented with the latest plan-
ning application.

In 2004 the Diocese had quietly
put the building on the market and
in 2005 agreement was reached with
Hammer Holdings, whose other
ventures have included various spas in
London, says the campaign, adding
that the proposal is for a “Wellness
Centre” which may require no change
of use permission.

Revd. Anderson says that the con-
gregation has doubled and that there
is a real opportunity to see St. Marks
retained as a house of worship. How-
ever the Diocese of LLondon served a
notice to vacate despite not knowing
whether the current application will
be successful or not.

To find out more about the Save
St MarKs Action Group, contact
the Co-ordinator, Kirk Mitchell on
07595 290513 or email savestmark-
sactiongroup@googlemail.com. The
campaign’s website is http://savest-
marks.com



